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JIMS conducted the survey titled “Potential Unsafe Convictions” to obtain a clearer 

understanding of how many men in Scotland may potentially be eligible to pursue appeals 

following the recent Supreme Court judgment concerning breaches of human rights within 

Scottish sexual offence trials. 

The purpose of the survey was to estimate the scale of those who may now have grounds to 

appeal and to identify practical barriers that could prevent them from doing so, such as access 

to legal representation or funding. As many affected individuals are currently in custody, 

family members and supporters were invited to complete the survey on their behalf where 

necessary. 

All responses were treated in strict confidence. The survey was designed to gather overall 

numbers and identify recurring themes or obstacles; it did not seek to examine or debate the 

specific details of individual cases. 

The information collected has assisted JIMS in assessing the potential scale of unsafe 

convictions and in considering what further action or support may be required. 
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Disclaimer on Individual Responses 

The survey responses used in this report were submitted on a confidential basis. Many of the 
responses include identifying information, including names and personal details, and 
therefore cannot be published in full. 

For this reason, individual responses will not be made publicly available as part of this report. 
The findings presented here are based on the aggregated analysis of the data collected, rather 
than the publication of personal submissions. 

However, the underlying responses are retained by JIMS and may be made available for 
review by legal professionals, researchers, or relevant authorities upon request, provided that 
the explicit permission of the individuals who submitted the responses has been obtained. 

JIMS remains committed to protecting the privacy, dignity and confidentiality of the 
individuals and families who contributed to this survey. 
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- 121 respondents (77.1%) indicated that they are considering challenging the conviction. 
- 35 respondents (22.3%) indicated they are currently unsure whether they will pursue a 

challenge. 
- 1 respondent (0.6%) indicated that they do not intend to challenge the conviction. 
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- 140 respondents (89.2%) indicated that relevant defence evidence had not been 
allowed to be presented during the trial. 

- 11 respondents (7.0%) indicated that this had not occurred in their case. 
- 6 respondents (3.8%) selected other, indicating circumstances that did not fit neatly 

within the provided categories. 
 



16 
 



17 
 



18 
 



19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20 
 



21 
 

 

 

 

 

 



22 
 

 

 

 



23 
 



24 
 

 

 

 

 

 



25 
 



26 
 


